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Jaclyn D’Arcy, photojournalist for our Seen and Heard column, has graduated from Merit Academy and is heading off to Claremont McKenna College this fall. She has interviewed local Santa Cruz children to get their perspective on topics ranging from going back to school to attending birthday parties for over two years. 

Jaclyn recently won a $10,000 scholarship from the Toyota Community Scholars Foundation. Attending an all-expenses paid trip to Louisville, KT, she met the other 99 students who also won the scholarship. According to Rory Kennedy, the emcee at the Awards Ceremony which took place at the Kentucky Derby Museum, these students are top in the nation. 

While honored by her award, Jaclyn worried that the trip might be boring, especially since she had to miss a dance competition. To her surprise, the scholarship winners were funny, brilliant, and completely normal kids. Jaclyn and her roommate, Christina Costantini, hosted parties in their room each night. The students bonded on a riverboat cruise and enjoyed a host of activities set up by the Toyota Foundation. 

At the awards ceremony, Jaclyn was one of 12 students awarded an additional $10,000 for exceptional community service. With this $20,000 scholarship, Jaclyn will be able to substantially contribute to her private college tuition. In addition to the Toyota Scholarship, Jaclyn also won the Robert C. Byrd ($4,000) and the Japanese American Citizen’s League (JACL) ($5,000) scholarships. 

How does one student win all of these scholarships? Jaclyn says that you need to find your passion and do something that will make a difference. “There are many social, environmental, and political injustices that need to be fixed. If everybody chose one problem to fix, we could make America and the world a better place to live.” 

Jaclyn’s passion for the environment started when she was in fourth grade. She joined middle school students Nicole D’Arcy, her sister, and Joanne Arguello, as they assembled the first hydrogen fuel cell built by students. 

They toured the nation giving speeches at conferences, conventions, and universities. Jaclyn, the youngest member of the team, demonstrated how the fuel cell worked. She also passed out organic ice cream that they made with an electric ice cream maker that was powered by their 15-stack hydrogen fuel cell. 

The Dept. of Energy was so impressed by these students that they gave them over $30,000 in grants to finance the engineering of the fuel cell and to help pay for the travel expenses incurred by the students while providing demonstrations before Congress and at the National Hydrogen Association’s Conference in Washington, DC. 

In 9th grade, Jaclyn formed Kids 4 Hydrogen, a nonprofit organization designed to educate the public about hydrogen. An expert with Adobe PageMaker and Photoshop, Jaclyn designed her logo including her favorite colors pink and white. She filed a 501.C.3 and applied for grants to finance her presentations and tours. 

Sponsored by Capitola Design (web designer) and Cruzio (ISP), Jaclyn designed and launched her website 

www.kids4hydrogen.com. She created a membership so she could send updates about hydrogen fuel cells and conversions. 

In 10th grade, Jaclyn spoke at the Breathe Easy Awards Ceremony, honoring Governor Schwarzenegger at the Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles. After her speech, the then Secretary of the EPA, Terry Tamminen, invited Jaclyn as his VIP guest to meet with Governor Schwarzenegger the following week. The governor introduced Jaclyn to the audience and the media at the unveiling of the first Retail Design Hydrogen Refueling Station in Los Angeles. 

During this time, the marketing VP of American Honda offered Jaclyn a one million dollar hydrogen fuel cell car. So taken by Jaclyn’s passion, Honda realized that she would be the ideal model for their hydrogen fuel cell cars. Jaclyn has been negotiating a partnership between Honda and Kids 4 Hydrogen over the past 2 years. 

Jaclyn has learned the benefits of working with celebrities. Besides Arnold Schwartzegger, Jaclyn has met with Larry Hagmann, Dennis Weaver, Shelley Fabre, Senator Diane Feinstein, and Congresswoman Anna Eshoo to get their endorsements and to expand Kids 4 Hydrogen’s membership. 

When not hobnobbing with celebrities for Kids 4 Hydrogen, Jaclyn has worked closely for the past 4 years with local hair salons, collecting cut hair that is to be made into wigs for children with cancer. After writing a research paper about chemotherapy and learning about how children lose their hair during treatment, Jaclyn cut 19 inches of her own hair to donate to Wigs 4 Kids. 

Using her marketing skills, Jaclyn sent out fliers and collection bags to over 50 local hair salons to exponentially increase the amount of hair she could collect for wigs. Jaclyn got bags donated by ULine, but she’s trying to get a sponsor to pay for the shipping of her latest collection of over 1000 inches of hair. Merit Academy will continue to collect hair after Jaclyn leaves for college. 

Not many students have Jaclyn’s enthusiasm and tenacity. When she comes up with a new idea, she pulls out her Merit Planner and establishes her plan to get it done. With her rigorous coursework at Merit Academy, UCSC science courses, Kids 4 Hydrogen, and Wigs 4 Kids, she has still managed to find time to write and publish 3 books and dance on a competition dance team. 

Starting at age seven, Jaclyn wrote a comprehensive genealogy research paper in her 2nd grade class. She sent questionnaires to over 500 relatives and wrote a comprehensive 108-page genealogy paper over the course of a year. After completing it, she shared it with local historian Sandy Lydon at one of his seminars. Margaret Gordon, UCSC Special Collections librarian, offered to publish Jaclyn’s book, which is now available in the Special Collections library at UCSC. 

At 14, Jaclyn wrote and published a book called The Coolest Braid Designs. With hair down to her knees, she was always 

looking for new ways to braid her hair. Jaclyn practiced her new designs on her friends and added each of them to her book. 

Just last year, Jaclyn wrote and published Clueless Teen’s Guide to Dating. Fed up with teenage drama, Jaclyn surveyed teens across the nation in search of some sort of protocol for teen dating. She found that there are no guidelines or rules, which explained why so many teen relationships end in turmoil. Jaclyn says that now that she has researched the dating scene, her personal life and relationships have become more stable. Her two latest books are available online at www.meritworld.com. 

One of the reasons Jaclyn learned to use her time efficiently was so that she could find time to dance. She made a deal with her parents that if she maintained good grades, they would allow her to dance on No Limit’s competition dance team. 

Jaclyn says that when she dances, everything in her life stops and she can focus on the physical outlet of her passion. She loved taking classes with dancers who enjoyed dance as much as she did, and with instructors and choreographers who helped her define what dance meant to her. After working on technique and balancing her performance with style and emotion, Jaclyn found a passion that would clear her head and make her feel good. 

This last year has been especially exciting for Jaclyn because her solo jazz number “Ain’t No Sunshine” (choreographed by Tisha Nusbaum) took 1st place in the Overall category, which means that her number received the highest score out of hundreds of dancers at Los Angeles Dance Force. She also competed a duet with Kory Amaral, and “I’ll Be” (choreographed by Athena Harrah) also took 1st in the Overall category at several competitions. 

This was one of the goals Jaclyn wanted to achieve before she went to college. She danced for 16 hours per week and worked out at the gym for 8 hours per week. Jaclyn says that dance balances her very busy lifestyle. 

While Jaclyn loves to dance, she realized that dance was not a viable career option. Jaclyn interned with 16 different professionals to explore her options. She worked with a veterinarian, orthodontist, psychologist, sports medicine doctor, politician, engineer, and others. After she completed the EMT (emergency medical technician) training program, she interned with Dr. Kaplan in the ER at the Watsonville Community Hospital. That’s when she realized definitively that she wants to practice medicine. 

Positioning herself to get into medical school, Jaclyn has laid out her four-year plan for Claremont McKenna College. 

Working with her mother, Susan Tatsui-D’Arcy, a college advisor, Jaclyn has organized all of her university core and neuroscience requirements, and laid out her plan to prepare for the MCAT. Now that her sister Nicole recently graduated from Stanford and will be going to Stanford Medical School, Nicole is also giving Jaclyn insider’s tips on courses to take and projects to start. Setting herself up for a career that incorporates her two passions: medicine and dance, Jaclyn plans to start a Sports Medicine program that will give athletes tips on preventing injuries before they happen based on their body physique. With all of Jaclyn's prep and experience, determination, and passion, she is sure to succeed in all of her endeavors.
