
Have you checked out 
www.meritworld.com?
Merit Academy’s award-winning 
curriculum framework is now available 
for home schools and independent 
schools. 

✓ Preschool

✓ Elementary School

✓ Middle School

✓ High School

Online College Advisors

✓ Full support though the college 
admissions process 

✓ ProjectMERIT guidance and support

✓ Quick answers from experienced advisors

✓ Affordable rates

Books, Planners, and Publications

✓ Beat the College Admissions Game: 
Do a Project! 

✓ The Working Mother’s Guide to FREE Child 
Care in Your Home! 

✓ The 21st Century Mother’s Guide to Managing 
Time and Taking Control of  Your Life!

✓ Busy Woman’s Organizer 

✓ Merit Planner 

✓ And more! 

EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANTS, LLC

Take Control � 
Your Child’s

Education
Today!

Merit Educational Consultants, LLC
2392 North Rodeo Gulch Road

Soquel, CA 95073
831.462.5655 FAX 831.462.0506
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ABOUT THE DIRECTOR 
Susan Tatsui-D’Arcy, M.A., Merit’s Educational 
Consultant, has been actively involved in the field of  education 
for over thirty years, with an emphasis on educational 
alternatives. Her educational background includes a Bachelor’s 
degree in Psychology, a Master’s degree in Educational 
Administration from Santa Clara University, and a California 
Teaching Credential. She has successfully owned and operated 

numerous educationally related businesses: Professional Tutoring Programs, 
R.E.C. Day Camp and Ski Club, Merit School, and Merit Academy: 
Education for Excellence. In addition, Tatsui-D’Arcy is a published author and 
writes books on parenting, time management, and education.

At Merit, we believe that everyone has the 
potential to succeed in school and in life 
because everyone has the potential to learn.

The way we learn, however, varies greatly 
from one person to the next.  Unfortunately, 
schools rarely  make the most of  individual 
learning styles.  

Merit’s programs are specifically designed to 
meet individual needs and unique learning 
styles.  We offer a customized, thorough, and 
thoughtful alternative to the "one-size-fits-all" 
approach that most schools are forced to adopt.  
Instead, we:

✓ Assess each student’s individual 
needs through diagnostic testing, consultations with the student’s 
classroom teachers, and discussions with parents.  

✓ Design a unique, tailored education plan.  A Merit educational 
consultant considers all these sources of  information – the student’s 
skills and learning styles, family dynamics, school performance, and 
any other relevant factors – to create the best academic and social 
environment for each student.

✓ Monitor and fine-tune each student’s educational plan to make sure 
it continues to meet the student’s evolving needs and strenghs.

THE MERIT PHILOSOPHY

+



MERIT PROGRAMS

“

STUDY SKILLS/TIME MANAGEMENT

This often overlooked aspect of  learning is one of  the first we address.  
Our unique time management program utilizes Merit’s academic planner 
to reduce stress for students and families.  Even the most disorganized 
students will gain control of  their lives, meeting deadlines and reducing 
chaos both in and out of  school.  

PRIVATE TUTORING

Long gone are the days when tutorial support was a sign of  failure.  
Today, students who work one-on-one with a dynamic tutor quickly 
make up for time lost in overcrowded classrooms.  Whether they need 
help catching up on missed concepts or prefer to master specific subjects 
or tests, students respond dramatically to a tutor’s attention and support.  
Often, their learning accelerates so quickly that they are able to make up 
2 to 3 years in a single school year.

SAT/ACT/TOEFL PREPARATION

Comprehensive Merit courses help prepare students for the SAT, ACT, 
and TOEFL exams by having each student work one-on-one with a 
specialist.  Unlike other test preparation programs, we avoid quick-fix 
tricks and focus, instead, on skills that will improve not only test-taking in 
the near future, but learning and educational performance for a lifetime.

COLLEGE AND CAREER ADVISING

Ideally, the process of  matching a student to a college should begin 
early – in the 9th grade.  An early start gives students the motivation to 
think about their extracurricular activities, summer jobs (or internships), 
and academic performance with a specific goal in mind.  Merit advisors 
help students plan for and achieve admission to the colleges they choose 
by helping them make an informed decision, participate in meaningful 
activities, and prepare competitive applications.

SUMMER ENRICHMENT CLASSES

Merit’s Summer Classes consist of  one student and one teacher.  Without 
peer distractions, this optimum learning environment ensures academic 
success.  Merit offers math, reading, writing, literature, research paper, 
SAT/ACT prep, internships, college prep, and custom courses to meet 
the needs of  every student. 

SCHOOL ALTERNATIVES 
Merit supports several alternatives for students who, for whatever 
reason, do not wish to participate in an established school program.  For 
students at either end of  the learning spectrum – extremely accelerated 
or remedial – Merit offers a truly private school experience:  a school 
for one.

Merit also helps parents design individual curricula for home schooling, 
using the same principles of  individual assessment and customized 
curriculum design.

NEED JUST ONE CLASS?
Need just one class to graduate?  No time to fulfi ll college admissions 
requirements?  Merit Academy has a solution: One-on-one classes just 
for you!  That’s right, Merit Academy offers fully accredited classes 
with your own teacher.   With one-on-one classes, you will receive the 
ideal learning environment with a teacher who is dedicated to teaching 
just you.  Merit schedules your classes around your busy life and you’ll 
complete your class by your deadlines!  With a full range of  classes to 
choose from, you can easily satisfy graduation or college requirements.  

Merit Academy’s classes are real classes; they aren’t online class-
es.  Merit’s classes are all taught by real teachers who personal-
ize their instruction just for you.  You’ll receive lectures, have 
lively class discussions, do homework, and take exams.  The only 
difference is that you’re the only student in the class! 

With high school graduation and college admissions requirements 
changing each year, it is often diffi cult to understand what classes 
you need to take.  Some high schools require students to have a C- 
or better in academic courses, which can cause delays in graduating.  
Whether you’re needing an extra class or retaking a class, Merit 
Academy is there for you.  We work with your high school to 
ensure that you’ll receive all the credits you need for gradua-
tion or college entrance requirements.  Call us for a free phone 
consultation.Fully Accredited for 9th-12th grades by the Schools Commission
of  the Western Association of  Schools and Colleges

”
Susan is so resourceful.  She has a depth she can go to - quickly - in order to help a person on many different levels.  Her approach is tailor-made for each 
person, taking into account learning styles as well as psychological issues, should they be present.  She’s flexible, too - if  one approach isn’t working, she has the 
creativity to find one that will.

ProjectMERIT

EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANTS, LLC
831.462.5655

WWW.MERITWORLD.COM

At Merit, the College Advisor guides 
students through the process of  
undertaking their own project—the 
kind that will build character and dazzle 
admissions committees.

Throughout this process, students meet 
with their College Advisor once per 
week (in person or online) to discuss the 
project and to learn how to implement the 
next step.

Not only do the students become 
independent thinkers and receive 
public recognition for their projects, they also learn leadership 
skills that will last for a lifetime.

We start by finding each student’s passion and exploring 
their extracurricular interests. Students are encouraged to 
pursue original projects that involve research and community 
involvement.

WHY PROJECTS?
You’ve heard stories about high schoolers with 4.0+ GPA’s 
and perfect SATs being rejected from Harvard or Stanford. 
Sometimes these students even have long resumes of  extra-
curriculars. If  they can’t get in, what kind of  students are these 
schools looking for?  

What these admissions committees want are students who 
also excel outside of  the high school setting, students who 
demonstrate true creativity, initiative, and leadership, students 
who show the potential to become the next Bill Gates or Hilary 
Clinton.

How can you convince colleges that you have this level of  talent 
and potential? The best way to do it is with an independent 
project—not just a class project that consists simply of  
posters and presentations—an original undertaking outside the 
classroom that reflects the student’s vision, initiative, tenacity, 

- Rick Gilbert, MD


